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THE COVETOUS MAN AND THE RICH FOOL 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

Luke 12:13-21 

The Parable of the Rich Fool 

13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 

inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator 

over you?” 15 And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all 

covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 

16 And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully, 

17 and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 

18 And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there 

I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have 

ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ 20 But God said to 

him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, 

whose will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich 

toward God.” 

 

 

I read somewhere recently that gluttony is not so much a matter of the stomach. 

Gluttony is a matter of the heart. Likewise, coveting is not so much a matter of the 

mind. Coveting is a matter of the heart. Foolishness and wisdom, as defined by the 

Bible, are not merely matters of the mind. Foolishness and wisdom are mostly matters 

of the heart.  
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Our journey this day of mind and heart takes us to the border between Belgium and 

The Netherlands. Where it was announced at the end of last year there will be a new 

border between those two countries. Belgium is giving some of its land to the Dutch. 

It’s not really that big a deal a deal. Some would say it’s just a common sense move. 

The Meuse River serves as the border between these two countries. And over time the 

course of the river has changed, now blocking off a strip of land that has belonged to 

Belgium. Now, you cannot get to that strip of land from Belgium. You can get there 

only from The Netherlands. Well, since the Belgian police could not get to it, and the 

Dutch police had no jurisdiction there, that strip of land became a kind of no man’s 

land where criminals felt free to do their dirty work. When a headless body was 

discovered there, that was the last camel. It seemed that the only common sense 

thing to do was for the Belgians to give that strip of land to the Dutch, which they are 

in the process of doing, thus creating a slightly new border between their two 

countries. 

 

And that seemed to be all that a certain man wanted: a new border between himself 

and his brother. So, he asked Jesus to help him create it. “Tell my brother to divide the 

inheritance with me.” By inheritance he meant land. “Tell my brother to divide the land 

with me.”  

 

Now, this would seem to be a common sense thing to do. A wise thing to do. After all, 

brothers, relatives, don’t always get along with each other. Abraham and his nephew 

Lot had a similar problem. When their employees weren’t getting along with each 

other, Abraham and Lot agreed to move away from one another. And Jacob and 

Esau had done the same. When Jacob returned home, Esau wanted them to live on 

the same land. But Jacob knew they didn’t get along. Plus, he was afraid of Esau. He 

thought it wiser to move away and live apart from his brother Esau.  

 

Well, if brothers living apart from each other was such a common sense and even a 

Biblical thing, why then does Jesus say this man was coveting? “Take care, be on your 

guard against all covetousness.” If brothers living apart can simply be smart thinking, 

why did Jesus then tell a parable about a fool?  
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Well, because as far as God is concerned, being a fool or being wise is not so much 

about smart thinking, or knowing what’s the common sense, appropriate thing to do. 

Foolishness and wisdom are mostly matters of the heart. “The fool says in his heart there 

is no God.” True wisdom is to love the Lord your God with all your heart, as well as with 

your soul and your mind. To have wisdom is to desire God from your heart, to thirst for 

God as the deer thirsts for water, as it says in Psalm 42. 

 

And coveting is also about desire. Although, it’s not about desiring God. To covet is to 

desire what you do not have. To covet is to desire what someone else does have. So, 

when Jesus indicates that this man was coveting, He was saying that something was 

wrong with this man’s heart. His thinking may have sounded good, common sense, 

smart. But his heart, his heart motivation, his desire, was wrong. Did he not covet, did 

he not desire in his heart to have a wealth that would be all his own, not to be shared 

with his brother? 

 

And so Jesus tells him a parable about a man whose thinking makes good sense, but 

Jesus calls him a fool. The thinking of the rich man in the parable is even Biblical. So, 

the rich man has a banner year on his farm. A surplus crop. Then he does a pretty 

common sense thing. He’s not gonna just eat it all up like a glutton. He plans to store 

the surplus. That’s even Biblical. Isn’t that what Joseph told Pharoah to do? “Pharoah, 

you’re going to have a banner year with your crops for seven years in a row. But don’t 

eat it all up. Store some of that surplus towards the years when your crops will fail.”  

 

Though, the rich man in Jesus’ parable does say that he’s going to eat, drink, and be 

merry. But isn’t that also Biblical, and thus wise of him? Wise Solomon said, “There is 

nothing better for a person than that he should eat, and drink and find pleasure in his 

toil.” Ecclesiastes 2:24. There is nothing wrong with the rich man’s mind, his grasp of 

God’s Word. Then why is he called a fool?  
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Well, his crops have produced beyond expectation, but there is no mention of God. 

No heartfelt thanks to God for such abundant grace. Everything is “my.” My grain, my 

barns, my goods, my soul. He speaks as though these things are not on loan to him by 

the grace of his Creator. His heart seems to have forgotten the second half of the 

Ecclesiastes verse. That “eating, drinking, and being merry is from the hand of God, for 

apart from God who can eat or have enjoyment?” Why is this rich man called a fool? 

Well, where is his thanks to God? Where is his prayer asking God to help him to use this 

surplus wisely for the good of his employees and neighbors? He has a desire is for his 

possessions. But where is his desire for God, his thirst for God. 

 

You see, our own minds, our own thinking can be on the right track. Even on the 

Biblical track. We know that it is right thinking, common sense, Biblical to be in church 

on Sunday. But are we here out of a thirsty desire for God, to hear His Word and act 

upon it. Or do we merely believe in going to church? We know that it is right thinking, 

common sense, and even Biblical to share from our abundance with those who are in 

need, but do we help them out of a desire for God, do we do it from our hearts, do we 

do it because we see the God that we love in every poor person that we help? 

Foolishness and wisdom are not merely matters of the mind. Foolishness and wisdom 

are mostly matters of the heart. 

 

And so we are saved not by wise Solomon whose thinking was right on point but 

whose heart was foolish. For though he knew better, his heart coveted and desired 

more and more wives. No, it’s not wise Solomon who saves us, nor is it our right, 

common sense, Biblical way of thinking that saves us. It is Jesus who saves us, who 

made Himself a fool, dying the foolish death of crucifixion. He is our Savior. It is Jesus, 

whose desire is for you and me from His heart, who saves us. It is Jesus, who set aside all 

that makes sense and instead of letting us fend for ourselves is guided by an 

incomprehensible love for you and me. He saw not the foolishness of dying for sinners 

like us. He saw only joy in going to the cross for you. It is He who saves you. Today, He is 

your merry desire.  
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Jesus Himself wanted to eat, drink, and be merry…with sinners. So much so that He was 

even falsely accused of being a drunkard and a glutton. Jesus ate with sinners. He still 

does in the Lord’s Supper. With His body and blood, with His forgiveness for hearts that 

do not always desire Him as He desires us, He causes us to eat and drink and be merry 

in the Lord’s Supper, renewing our joy in the salvation that He gives. Today, your 

heart’s desire is Him. 

 

Because Jesus creates in you a new heart, one without borders. He creates in you a 

heart that does not see people divided from God. Jesus creates in you a heart that 

sees the hand of the Creator in each one of His human creatures. Jesus in His Word 

and Supper gives you a heart that desires God. He hung on a cross to fix your eyes on 

Himself, so that your desire is for Him, so that your desire is for His Word, so that your 

desire is for His Supper, so that your desire is for what He desires, the feeding and the 

loving of those whom He would bless through your abundance.  

 

Amen 

 


